Treatment of pacemaker induced severe mitral regurgitation with biventricular pacing in two patients with a normal left ventricular ejection fraction.
This report describes two patients who developed severe mitral regurgitation and drug refractory congestive heart failure after implantation of a conventional pacemaker. Both patients had a normal left ventricular ejection fraction. Dramatic long-term improvement occurred following the institution of biventricular pacing that resulted in mild mitral regurgitation. The findings illustrate the benefit of cardiac resynchronization therapy in pacemaker induced left ventricular dyssynchrony causing severe mitral regurgitation and severe congestive heart failure in selected patients with a normal left ventricular ejection fraction.